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Now wait for the Twenticth century.

“Winter stayed over for Christmas

mnyway.

“Latest market report—Stockings
“ave gone up''—Hoe, 2ith,
Later still—Stockings

have ocomo

~flown.

The Comming County Democrat has
issued o handsome Christmas  number
printod in red, with a brilliantly illumi.
nated cover.

‘Number 14 is an unlucky figure for
Mr. Bryan—at least it proved so last
wlection. His electorial votes from the
morthern states are just 1,

almost abated and Norfolk is one of the
healthy spots that didn't even develop a
suspoot. Great is Norfolk !

The prominent democrats who gave
their support to Bryanism must be oon-
smiderably pained to discover how small
their influence is when put up for an
nnpopular cause,

"Mr. Bryan ovidently has small faith
in the ability of the average democratio
editor to keep the people properly in-
formed on the paramount issues and has
ooncluded to supply the lack from the
fountain head of all modern politioal
wisdom.

Great Britain wants 50,000 American
horses for her cavalry and will probably
be accommodated. The United States
i8 of first importanoce for her horse
market and when a foreign couuntry
wants either a stylish or servicable
oavalry this country is usually called
upon to fill the demand,

If the makers of oleo are successful in
getting their colored prodoct officially
rocognized e p worthy substitute for
batter their next move will probably be
%o have n law passed prohibiting the
substitation of butter for the genuine
apticle. A good thing should not be im-
atated with an inferior article.

Then there must be no “God in Is
rael" or else Seuntor Allen is not his
prophet. The senator several years ngo
said “'as sure asthereisa God in Isrnel the
republican party will go out of power'
in 1900. The republican party has unot
gone out of power to any great extent
in 1900 as far us the returns have been

- received, therefore—

The kidnaper is at present more
feared by the avernge Omuha youth
than any bogy man of romance with a
long ancestry. One youth of 17 sum-

cmeors waa frightened into hysterics om

*Christmnas by the thought that the kid-
napors were after him, He jumped
ont of a moving street car and landed in
a heap in the middle of the street.

Americans pay foreign ship owners
“$600,000 a day for ocean freights and
there are those who wounld rather see
this done than'give $/00,000 a year to
American ship owners as an induce-
mont toward keeping these vast sums at
home and establishing a merchant
marine that conld compete with other
<countries which do not hesitate to pay a

+* subsidy if by so doing their commercial

facilities can be given a supremacy.
While the futore development of the
Philippines is up for consideration donot
lose sight of the fact that Nebraska and
the entire west has magnificent resonrces
awaliting development, The man who
will develop s raw quarter section of
Nebraska land will be doing more for
himself and his country than if he sits
on an empty oracker box and discnsses
the futore of the Philippines until
doomnday. The government is respon-
aible for development along certain lines
bas if ench citizen would conscientiously
Tuolfill his duty as & progressive Amer-
ioan citizen the ocountry would much
aconer .eap the benefits accruing to a
dand with resouroes fully developed.

The prospects are that next week
will close one of the most prosperous
Moliday seasons experienced by ihis
sountry for many years. People havs
money and seem to be bent on speniing
6 #0 that enjoyment will be bronght to
their families aud friends, The mer.
ehants have been busy filling orders from
large and choice selections of goods
which will probably be none too large
$0 supply the demand. A better quality
is noticed than has been shown for a
long timpe and the preference of cuns
tomers seems to be for these goods,
Prosperity is in evidence and the Ohrist.
mas season is disclosiug more of it than
the most optimistio had been led toanti-
cipate,

Christmas is one of the most enjoy.
able holidays of the year, and one of ts
most enjoyable privileges is thar ¢
affords an opportunity to share pleas-
wred with those less comfortably situ-
ated. Fortonstely the class of ex.
sremely poor families in Norfolk is ex.
eoedingly small this year and are ocom
posed of those who, through sickness or
other misfortune, have been unnable
take advantage of opportunities offeri
0 make respactable wages. As the
awe few their Christmas should he 1
Ahe Ju0re wjonble. The Balvatio,

Army has arranged to provide comforta
to thom in a large degres, but the work
shouldnot be left wholly to them. While
they will abundantly do their share
others can flud opportunity to make the
hearta of their poor neighbors rejoios
nud be glad.

Judge Taft, president of the Philip-
pine commission, gives some very opti-
mistic views conoerning the futore of
that archipelego and the advantages it
will offer for trade. He considers that
there has boen wondorful progress along
all lines since the United Statos hns
oome into control but their resouroes
have been barelyjtonched. Ina recent
letter he says: *With these islands
complotely pacified they are far and
away the best possessions in the Orient
for purposes of trade and development.
Their climate is better than the climate
af any tropical country | know, and
the capacity for agrioultural, mineral
and commercial development would
seem to be nnlimited. Even with the
unsettled condition of the country as it
in, the tonnage of the vessela coming
fnto the harbor cf Manila, exoluding the
government transports, ia donble what
it waa in Spanish times, and the same
thing is true of the inter-island tonnage.
With the construction of roads and
railroads through the islands the oppor-
tunities for development cannot be ex-
nggerated, '’

Of all the boldest schemes ever oar-
ried to an apparently successful ter-
minationgin Nebraska, that]of the kid-
nappers of Omaha is entitled to the firat
place. The transaction reads as though
an oxtraot from a dime novel of the yel-
lowest style, but the faocts, as far as dis-
closed, seom to be unguestionable, It
but emphnsizes the impreasion that the
country is experiencing a season of des-
perate ontlawry and the means for break-
ing it should bo as determined as the
conditions require. Mr. COudahy was
made the viotim solely on account of his
great wealth and the agony to which he
and his family was sobmitted is addi-
tional cause for thankfulness to the man
who has no wealth, knowjng that there
is no incentive for him to be submitted
to the ordeal, If thereis one gang of
bandits more than another, whom the
people of Nebraska would like to] see
brought toa speedy and severe punish-
ment, it is the fellows who kidnapped
Edward Oudaby, jr. Mr. Cudahy has
shown n commendable spirit in offering
an additionnl £25,000 for the arrest and
conviction of the nbduoctors of his son.

Many of those versed in law are mak-
ing profound argunments that there is no
law on the statute booka of Nebruska
providing for the punishment of ab.
ductors in this state, thus leaviug the
impression that the door is wide open
for all that sort of work a person may
desire to do. Any court that may
chance to have the custody of an ab-
ductor, especially of the Omaha stripe,
will undoubtedly have the tacit concent
of the people in general to administer a
punishment commensorate with the
orime. The only person likely to object
would be au attorney desiring to make
a record as a criminal lawyer or one
with a good fat fee in sight, If there is
a weakness in the law it would seem to
be in allowing su opportunity for tech-
nical quibbles that might resnlt in the
rolease of & bandis of this charaoter,
There certainly should be a law pro-
viding for the punishment of such
oriminals, but above all there shonld be
& punishment. Every time a duly
authorized court fails to puniash, as they
oocasionally do, on account of a slight
technicality, they furnish a substantial
pretext for lynch law and anarchism,

Queen Victoria of Eungland has] at
last reached the point where she is mo
longer able to attend to the fuanctions of
her office and there is talk of a regency,
Next May, the 24th, the queen of the
foremost empire in the world wili be B2
years of age, and has had a ocontinuous
reign of 63 years, during which her
counntry has enjoyed unprecedented
progress along all lines, Lately she
has been relieved in a large degree from
the burdens of state, her extrome age
making it but a question of time when
she could nolonger attend to the leaat
burdensome duties, The failing of her
wonderful energy is caunse for regres to
2l and it is the earnest desire that her
successor shall be as competent for the
poaition as she has proven herself to be,
Albert Edward, prince of Wales, now
in his 59th yeur and beir to the throne,
may be permitted by tacit consent to
assume the responsibilities of the office
and thus removs the necessity of a
regency. The Princess Beatrice has
been attending to social and court
duties for the queen for some time.
Visitors to Windeor now are only those
whose reception there is dictated by im-
perative state reasons,

Oleo May be Harmless.

Congressman Cousins of lowa is at
least oue who proposes that oleomarga.-
rine shall be given ite proper plaoce.
Giving his ressous for favoring the pro-
posedd tax o the product he says:

“If anyone wants $0 lobricate his
griddle cukes wi h wachine oil shat is

s business, bot let bl stand by his

solurs and cons i flons aud pot steal the

‘Tamy bue of the nnocent conutry

necter. I uieo s su exouse for this

fraud LiuF. sring contaive po

doletent e b ol s, Neither does
s PR »
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horseflesh, and if a boarding house
keoper should serve horse ment to his
boarders as a pretonss for beefstenk he
wounld be just as guilty as thoss who
color cotton seed oil and tallow and
soll it na the genuine product of pure
oroam. A hair in the butter used to be
regarded as an awful thing, but now
statesmoen wrunld defend it on constitu-
tional grounds, holding that the ingre-
dients of hair are harmless and that
its trada botween the states should be
unrestrioted. Yoo can paint landsoapes
in any color you please, that is fiction,
and buyers must take their ochances.
But when it comen to things that are
taken internally they should be properly
labeled. When a landlord trusts mo 1
foel that I should trust him, but this
confidential relation ocan never exist
while the oleo man i around with his
criminal and commercial inducements,
When your physician allows yon to eat
#0 much butter each day, how ,oan yon
know what to tell him when there has
been an oleo man in the community,
When a firm sells a favorite brand of
axle greaso it takea great pride in la.
beling it, even in the smallest packages,
but the oleo men ‘are not so prond as
some folks are,’ they are willing to live
in obscurity and when they have nocunm-
ulated a fortune take up their abode
alm'h‘,‘°'|l

SOWN BY GUNPOWDER.

A Curious Way of Covering a Rocky
Crag With Plant Life,

In the grounds of the Duke of Athol
and near Rlalr castle, England, stands
o high, =ocky crag named Cralglebarns,
It looked grim and bare In the midst of
beauty, and Its owner thought how
much prettier It would look If only
trees, shirubs, ete,, could be planted in
its nooks and crannles, It was consld-
ered lmpossible for any one to seale Its
steep and dangerous acclivities, and no
other way was thought of to get sced
BOWIN.

One day Alexander Nasmyth, father
of the celebrated engineer, pald a visit
to the duke’s grounds. The crag was
pointed out to him, and he was told of
the desire of the duke regarding it
After some thought he concelved how
it could be accomplished. In passing
the castle he noticed two old cannon.
He got a few smaull tin canisters made
to fit the bore of the cannon and filled
them with a variety of tree, shrub and
grass seeds. The eannon was loaded
in the usual way and fired at the rock
from all sides,

The little canisters on striking the
rock burst, scattering the seeds In all
directions. Many seeds were lost, but
many more fell Into the ledges or
cracks where there was a little moss or
earth. These soon showed slgns of
life, and In a few years graceful trees
and pretty climbing plants all sown by
gunpowder were growling and flourlsh-
Ing in nearly every recess of the for-
merly bare, gray crag, clothing it with
verdant beauty.

-

“Boys,” sald the drug store propri-
etor to a couple of reporters who had
dropped In, “you may think It a soft
sunp to have a drug store and make
preseriptions for the neighborhood.
You may think it funny to sell pro-
prietary articles, blotting paper, candy,
toothbrushes and soda water. But It
ain't. The drug trade of today han-
dles no less than 30,000 different artl-
cles, and the shop that is without a
complete stock Is obliged to pretend
to have It or go out of business. The
retall druggist says more often than
all other merchants put together, ‘We
are just out of so-and-so, but I ecan
get you a bottle’ The up to date
wholesale dirug hiouse carries 8,000 artl
cles In the department of chemicals,
drugs, olls, etc,, and about 8,000 pat-
eut medleines. These we might ecall
‘standard.” If druggists’ sundries are
taken into account and local proprie-
tary medicines of a secret character,
the price list will contaln, as I have
stated, no less than 30,000 articles.”

A Business Epitaph,

“I was bunting for odd epitaphs™
mid a Tennessee newspaper man, “and
In a cemetery In my own state I came
across one that was Inscribed upon a
neat granlte monument and read In
this way: *SBacred to the memory of
Jobn Swmith, for 20 years senlor partner
of the firm of Smith & Jones, now J. J,
Jones & Co.'

“Of course the names weren't really
8mith and Jones, but I don't want to
hurt anybody's feelings, and they will
answer for the purposes of the story.
I met Jones later, and he gave me a
frank explanation of the inscription.

“*SBmith was a bachelor without rel-
atives,’ he sald, ‘but he knew a tre-
mendous lot of country people, and if
any of them happened to see his grave
they might think that the old house
bhad closed up and gone out of busl-
pess, Bo 1 thoughbt it o more than
right to let them Epnow that the firm
was still alive”

“1 eomplimented him upon his good
Judgment.”

And Still He Failed.

He flattered bimself that he was a
clever man, and he decided to propose
In a clever way.

*“The use of *shall’ and ‘will' always

puzzled me,"” bhe sald reflectively. *1

pever know just which ls the correct
word to use.”

“The rule I8 very simple,” she re-
plled inonocently. *“Just remember
that"—

“Oh, never mind the rule,” he inter-
rupted. “Just tell me which Is copn
rect—'1 shall marry you' or ‘I will mar
ry yout?"

“Nelther,” she answered promptly.—
Cinclunat) Post.

The man who s afraid he may work
too hard never does.—Chicage Times
Herald.

| resolution muy fix the time limit of de-
! bate and an hour when a vote will be

CANAL AND SHIPPING BILLS HOLD
THE ATTENTION OF LEGISLATORS.

Disnppointed Members and How
They Get Fiven by Making Long
Specohen<Why the Senate Noeds a
Clotare Rule,

[8pecial Correspondence.)
Wasmnoron, Dee, 21.—Interest con-
tinues o center at the eapital. 1n apite
of the holiday recess and the thought
of Banta Claus and Christmas gifts
and the festivities of the season, peo-
ple are pondering over the great meas-
ures peuding In congress. There are
diversions In the direction of prepara-
tlons for the reinmuguration of Presl-
dent McKinley and the soclal season
which will follow the reassembling of
congress the firat week In the nesw
year. But the anxiety of the people to
have placed In Inw two or three great
measures under discuseion and which
the predominant party promised to
have enacted constitutes the all con-

suming theme of dircussion,

L L]

It 1a yet belleved that the Niearagua
cannl treaty will in some matlsfactory
form be ratified, and then will follow
the adoption of the Nicaragua canal
bill. It is-a question whether there
will be In the bill finally adopted an
outright appropriation providing for
the complete construction or whether
there will be a pledge for the construc-
tlon of the canal and a small appropri-
atlon for the acquirement of all the
rights and the completion of the sur-
vey and the appointment of a commis-
slon and the making ready of every-
thing for the finul contract when con-
gress meets agaln next December.

It Is generally felt that some provi-
slon must be made for the marketing
on the high seas to our new market
places of the surplus products of our
country. The unexampled growth of
our export markets must be not only
maintained, but continued., If the
merchant marine blll Is passed and
provision made for the construction of
the Nlcarngua canal, a new lmpetus
will be given to the growth of our ex-
port markets, and it will not be neces-
sary to walt uotil each of these ac-
complishments has been perfected to
make a very perceptible impress upon
the expansion of our markets and the
helghtening of the prices for our prod-
ucts, The opposition that pertained in
some quarters to the adoption of the
merchant marine bill on account df the
odlous name “subsidy” Is disappearing.
In some quarters there was hesitation
on account of the proposition to admit
to Amerlean registry foreign bullt
ships bectiuse of a disposition to con-
fine the construction of all ships that
would profit under the proposed law to
those constructed in Ameriean ship-
yards. But now that it is understood
that the only object to be attained by
the bill Is the establishment of ships
under the control of American laws to
carry American products into forelgn
markets and create the greatest possl-
ble amount of rivalry, thus assuring
the lowest possible freight rates, this
prejudice and hesitation are disappear-
ing. It is proposed that the forcign
bullt ships shall only profit to the ex-
teut of one-half of the amount of the
ships built within the United States,
but the forelgn built ships are required
to furnish the same means of transpor-
tation and enter fully as much into the
rivalry for the reducing of frelght
rates, so that the producer is only in-
terested In gettting good markets and
low freight rates, while American ship-
bullders and the producers of articles
which will enter Iuto the construction
of ships are fully satisfied to know that
they are glven double the advantage,
while only B0 per cent of the bounty
goes to the ships bullt abroad, but reg-
istered under American lnws and sub-

ject to American discipline,

-

It has just dawned upon many of
those who have adversely eriticised the
shipping bill that but & very small per-
centage of our goods are not marketed
fn Awerican ships; that more than
nine-tenths of our produce goes abrond
In ships owned and controlled by for-
elguers, and should any rivalry or jeal-
ousy occur our farmers and manufac-
turers would be the ones to suffer and
not the United Btates government. But
the only question now In dispute as to
this measure lles in the question of
whether the bounty is to be pald on the
tonnage carried or on the capacity of
the ships making regular sallings to
given ports, taking our exports without
respect to thelr cargoes, just so the lat-
ter are made up entirely of American
products,

, %

Prealdent McKinley has spuffed out
the idea that he may have an extra ses-
slon of congress. A few dlsappointed
men in each branch of congress—men
who were defeated for re-election and
must ox 'the 4th of March retire to pri-
vate life—returned to their posts of
congressional duties with the {dea that
they would be dogs in the manger and
prevent legislation, Bome of them even
threatened to talk to death any meas-
nre that might be proposed. In the
house there Is 8 commitiee on rules
which may at any time report a reso-
lution advancing as a privileged meas-
ure any bill to be discussed, and the

taken. In the senate there is an old
eode of rules which provide that so
long &s auy one wants to discuss a'
proposition he may do so. and not until
all bave talked as much as they want
to talk can a vote be taken. For many
years there Lias been discussion as to
the [feasibility of “cloture,” which
means a provislon In the rules which
will euable & majority of the senate to
fix an houwr when debate shall cease
and & vole be taken oun a glven propodl
J. B M

MAY BUY SIOUX LANDS.

Bandians an Rosebnd Nesarvation are Will-
Ing to Sell,

Rloux Falls, 8, D, Dec. 20.—~DParties
famillar with the views of the Sloux
Indinng on the Rosebud reservation in
reference to the disposal by them tni
the government of about 28 townshipa
of land, situated In Gregory couuly,
gny that the Indiaus are strongly In
fuvor of the propesition. Bllls provid-
Ing for the appolutment by President
McKinley of a commission to treat
with the Indians for the surrender of
the land have been Introduced in con-
gress, and as the support of the South
Dakota congressional delegntion has
been enlisted in behalf of the mens-
ure there scems little doubt that the
offorts to secure the opening of the
Iand to white settlement will be suc-
cessful,

RACE WAR IN INDIANA.

Drunken Negroes Blart & Relgn of Terror
at Cement ville--One of the Rioters Shot.
Whites Kesplug Withian Doors,

Jeffersonville, Ind., Dec. 20.—A race
war s on at Cementville, five miles
north of this city, and serious trouble
ls expected ut any minute, The ne-
groes are all armed, and the whites|
are keeping within  doors to avold
them.

The outbreak began yesterday when
Lee Ranger and John Redmond, ne-
groes, both very druuk, started In to
Intimidate whites. . When thelr In-
sults were resented other mnegroes
Jumped In with the liquor-crazed men
and captured Sam Kendall's saloon.
Nearly 20 shots were fired. but no one|
war hurt. Kendall, in addition to his
giloon, conducts a dry goods store,
which was being attended by his
wife, and Into this the negroes flocked
after the firing at the snloon.

Mrs. Kendall was badly frightened
and her husband ran into the place
and begau shooting Inte the mob.
Ranger was shot, but how badly is
not known, as he was enrrled away
and secreted by his companions. IKen-
dall's life was threntened and about
midnight he was able to escape from
his store and came direct to this clty,!
awnkening Prorecutor Montgomery
and begeging him to Issue warrants
and have deputy sheriffs sworn in to
serve them. It was almost dayllght
when the town became qulet, the ne-|
groes having everything their own
wny, No further outbreak has taken
place, becnuse the whites are intim-|
idated to such an extent that they are
using every possible precaution to pro-|
vent a collision with the blacks., It Is
belleved  the slightest quarrel will
bring about a blaody riot. ‘

FEW SCRANTON CARS RUN.

Men Brought to Take Strikers' Places In-
duced to Qulit,

Scranton, P'a., Dec¢. 206—-Owing to|
the successful work of the scouts of
the striking carmen ten of the 13 men
brought from Syracuse to take their
places were seut home and two others
were Iinduced to quit and agree not to
go back to work.

Ouly two cars were run in the whole
county yesterday, One of these, on
which Superintendent Patterson was
motorman, ran off the track and was
80 badly damaged it had to be taken
to the barn,

Thirty-one men arrived last night|
from New York city to take the strik- |
ers’ places, but 17 quit at the rallroad
station nt the solicitation of the strik-
ers’ scouts ind promised to go back to
New York. They say they were re-
cruited through advertisements In the
papers to come to Scranton to work,
on a new road and that none of them |
bad any idea there was a strike in!
progress here.

Caught at Grade Crossing.

Lincoln, Dec. 26.—John Riley of 1601/
Francis street, Belmont, was struck
and almost fatally injured by a Mis-|
sourl Pacific traln last night., He was
driving, with his son, across the Lrnckni
on North Fourteenth street when a|
loug train of freight cars backed down |
upon him. The son escaped Injury by |
leaping from the vehicle, but Riley|
was caught by one of the cars and!
dragged along the ground for a dis-
tance of 800 feet. His left arm and|
left leg were afterwards amputated.

Welsh Singers Carnival,

Ottumwa, Ja., Dec. 26,—The most
successful meeting of the Eisteddfod
assoclation of lowa ever held was that
of yesterday, when 2,000 Iowa sing-
ers met here in keeping with a time-
honored Welsh custom for the pur-
pose of indulging In a carnival of
seng.

TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS.

A dispatch from Warsaw says that
B2 Poles have been arrested there, be-
ing accused In a political conspiracy. |

Colonel Henry B. Harsbaw, former |
state treasurer of Wiscomsin, dled In
Milwaukee Tuesday. Death was due
to cancer of the tengue.

Burglars broke into the Kespohl-
Mohrenstecker company's store at
Quincy Tuesday night and stole 95
bolts of silk, valued at $4,000,

Jacob Werten shot and fatally
wounded his son, John, at Great Falls,
Mon., Tuesday. Werten bhad treated

 his wife badly and the son interfered

to protect the mother,

Orders have been issued abelishing
the train boys, or “news butchers,” en
all trains of the Erie rallroad system
weet of Balamanca, N. Y., after Dee.
81 snd on all lines east of that point
after Jan. 81

Veteran Comductor Fatally Hurt,
Omala, Dec. 26—E. P. Locke, whe |
has been & passenger conductor on
the Missourl Paclfic rallway for 20 |
years, was 8o severely hurt while
conntive n gleen'ng car at Unlon, Neb.,
Lo Lt diad in m U.»p.l.ul u tl.ii du-

R WASHNAON LTER

BOME OF THE THINGS CONGRESS I8
DOING IN THE SHORT SESSION.

Several Tmportant Meanures Which
Are Now Under Consideration—A
Gay Social Season an Well an &
Busy Time at the Capltal,

[8pecial Correnpondence.]

Wasnixarox, Dec, 22,1t would seem
that the closing will be as important
and Interesting as were the opening
daye of President MeKinley's first term
at the White House. When Presldent
McKinley was Inaugurated March 4,
180T, the country was In a condition of
commercial paralysls, and the people
threatened a revolutionary movement
against Spaln. After the work of the
extraordinary sesslon of congress call-
ed by President McKinley for the en-
actment of a new tarilf law and the
authority which brought us war with
Bpain and the long traln of exciting
events which gave to our country the
greatest prosperity ever enjoyed by
any people in the world and within 90
daye of actunl fighting brought us per-
fect success In arms and the acquisl-
tion of Porto Rico, Cuba and the Phll-
ippines, It would seem that there was
little more for an administration to do
in order that It might be ecrowned with
the greatest possible success. But It
appears that President McKinley’s first
four years of administration have much
more In store.

..Q

The second term of a congreas is al-
ways brief. It opens on the first Mon-
day in December, takes ten days of
hollday recess and must, by limitation
of the constitution, explre at noon on
the 4th of March. This gives only
about ten weeks for actual work. There
are all the great appropriation bills to
be passed yet and some of the most Im-
portant legislation that has been pro-
posed sluce the advent of FPresident
McKinley., The great tariff law of
1807 has performed wonders in bring-
Ing prosperity. It secured protection
to home Industries, and the commer-
cial reeciprocity provisions made it pos-
slble for the president to find many
new markets for American products,

| The currency bill fixed the gold stand-

ard and placed us among the foremost
of the civilized countrles. The national
baunking act perfected our financial sys-
tem and refunded the government debt
on the lowest Interest basis enjoyed by
any people on the face of the globe—
< per cent.

And now there are before congrass
two of the next greatest wensures for
the future prosperity of our country
ever proposed--the merchant marine
and the Nicaragua canal bills, If the
government will only secure the estab-
lishment of a number of new steniu-
ship lines to our old and all of our new
markets, securing steady and reliable
sallings and low freight rates, we will
not only hold all of the markets we
now bave, but will be able to enlarge
them and increase our exports, which,
remarkable as it may appear, were
Inrger during the past three and a half
years than during all the previous ex-
istence of our republic. It has become
necessary, however, in order to hold
our great export markets and keep up
prices for the products of the factory,
the mill and the farin of the United
States, to provide for the shipment of
our surplus on the bottoms of Aweri-
can registered steamships,

The same Republican prineciple that
secured the adoption of the present
tariff law and the financial bill which
fixed the gold standard and secured the
greatly enlarged clreulating medlum
aund brought about the refunding of
the national debt at 2 per cent promises
to secure the adoption of the merchant
marine Dbill, which will undoubtedly

| open up many new markets and glve
| our farmers and manufacturers great

advantages, The principle fnvolved in
the upbullding of the merchant marine
I8 ldentleally the same a8 that Involved
In our Amerlcan system of tariff pro-
tectlion. It Is sald that from 10 to 20
times more people will be directly in.
terested In the buflding of new lines of
merchant steamships and their mainte-
nance than were interested in certain
articles protected by the tarlff bills of
1883, 1800 and 1897, which protected
the “infant industries,” The tin plate,
the plate glass and the beet sugar In-
dustries were established and fostered
entirely by the large duties Imposed
upon them by Republican tariff laws,

, and It has been proved by 80 years of

experience—organized efforts constant-
ly made ever since the civll war—that
our own lines of steamships cannot be
established or maintained except
through government support until
there have been found for a period of
years steady markets for our products,
markets which will give profitable em-
ployment to our steamship lines,
L] ’ L]

After the adoption of the merchant
marine and the Nicaragua canal bills
the Republican party and the Republic.
an administration and congresses will
have faithfully fulfilled all of the prom-
ises made ln the platforms adopted ag
8t. Louls and Phlladelphia and the sub-
sequent presidentlal campaigns, There
Is little doubt of the early final adop-
tion of the merchant maripe Lill, The
adoption of the Nlcarsgua canal bill
has all along depended upon the rati-
fication of the treaty with Kngland,
providing for the neutral and peaceful
control of the proposed waterway,

Washington will not only be a very
busy place untll the 4th of March, on
account of the very lmportant 1 easures
before congress, but It will le a gay
place socially. Lent will make the sea-
son short, scarcely more thun  1x weeks
in duration, with the Chylstmins holl-
days deducted, but the relnt npuration
of President McKin'ey pron -k to be
the most brilliant nud most 'orgely ate
tended of any ever held. I. B, M,
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